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© TakingITGlobal Youth Assoc.
TakingITGlobal (TIG) is a registered charity focusing on global issues by
promoting awareness and engagement among global youth. TIG uses
an online social network, aimed primarily at youth, to raise awareness
and discussion on a number of global issues and encourages youth to
take action that a ects their local and global communities. TIG's main
o erings include the multilingual online classroom platform, which
guides youth to a deeper awareness of social, economic, and
environmental issues through collaborative learning activities and
advocacy training. By building a bridge between learning and action,
the platform fosters mutual understanding across continents and
languages. There are a number of tools that youth participants engage
through, including participating in discussion boards, writing blogs,
posting art to an online global gallery, creating project maps, and
developing/ managing projects through the Commit2Act app.
The Centre for Global Education (CGE) is an educational division of
TakingITGlobal. CGE develops and delivers virtual, collaborative
learning projects aimed at K-12 students (5-18yrs) that engage and
empower youth as global citizens, through connecting them to the
people, places, and issues they are learning about in their classrooms
and encouraging them to take action that a ects their local and global
communities. Since 2008, CGE has facilitated educational
programming for 100,000’s of students, from over 600 schools, in more
than 55 countries.
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Centre for Global Education
Suite 212, 117 Peter St
Toronto, ON
www.decarbonize.me

“Awareness of climate change is the irst step to
a brighter future for our province and country
and thus must be a priority. “
Ella, 16, New Brunswick
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PROLOGUE
Waves of Change is a national bilingual project that engages youth
through a continuum of educational opportunities in every province and
territory, in both urban and rural communities. It blends physical events,
digital engagement and a climate action tracking tool to further climate
action across Canada. The Project provides learning opportunities to
Canadian K-12 youth that make clear connections between climate
change, ocean health, and daily actions that can reduce greenhouse
gases, to inspire their peers an1d broader communities to take climate
action. Waves of Change is delivered annually by the Centre for Global
Education, TakingITGlobal, Ocean Wise, GreenLearning and a number of
other strategic partners.
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This is the document youth responded to, 2021-22 Departmental Plan: Environment and
Climate Change Canada
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CORE RESPONSIBILITY: TAKING ACTION ON CLEAN
GROWTH AND CLIMATE CHANGE
“The Canadian Government encourages the decrease of fossil fuels, but
is not making alternatives more accessible to the average person.”
Bridgette, Nova Scotia
We as Canadian youth demand

•
•
•

Government increases and promotes diverse and inclusive
conversations around climate change
Immediate transition to clean energy sources that considers and
addresses displacement of people from previous incomes
Government takes action to reduce the consumption, production,
and disposal of plastics

C

onsulting members of society with matters that will a ect their way of life must be a
top priority for the Canadian government. Consulting with Indigenous groups
across Canada allows for a more in depth perspective and for them to be heard as
leaders in climate action. Public discussions and forums must be common practice in
activities such as discussing the e ects of pipelines on indigenous lands.
Sacri icing the wellbeing of the working class and their families will harm those who are
lost in the transition into clean energy, and is a major deterrence in the public's
acceptance of this necessary step in Canada’s energy future. Strategies and funding must
be put in place to provide opportunities for job transitions as well as training in new clean
energy careers.
If immediate action is not taken on the plastic problem the issue will become even more
expensive and di icult to solve in the future. It is necessary to replace single use plastics
immediately by banning all single use plastics in Canada. The government must increase
their recycling e ort, which will not only reduce the plastic in our oceans and land ills, but
provide job opportunities to Canadians.
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CORE RESPONSIBILITY: PREVENTING AND MANAGING
POLLUTION
“The document does not plan for di erent types of pollution that may
come up in the future, as well it does not focus on waste and pollution
that come up in jobs.” Haris, 15, British Columbia
We as Canadian youth demand

•
•
•

Government creates clear and concise frameworks for garbage
cleanup and plans to preserve our environment
Government makes ocean waste management a priority in
creating a green future
Government increases regulation on deforestation and energy
practices that affect our air quality

G

overnments must be made accountable for their promises on the
environment, and long term plans are necessary to ensure these
actions are implemented e ectively. Watered down language used by
the federal government to “reduce” the e ect of climate issues does not
assure us that they want to fully eradicate the e ects of climate
change..
The government must implement a plan on removing waste and
pollution from Canadian shores and oceans immediately, as the state of
the ocean a ects many areas of our economy. The economic boost
created by managing ocean waste more e ectively would greatly
outweigh the cost of cleaning up the oceans.

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

The reduction in carbon dioxide levels in our atmosphere is key in
curbing climate change and this is achievable through reduction in
carbon emissions and an increase in carbon capture. We need to have
an immediate transition away from coal power and investment into
green alternatives such as hydro, wind, solar, and nuclear. The
government must also strengthen regulations and taxes on large oil
corporations to help reduce their impact on our air. A comprehensive
shift in how we create and use energy in our country is the only way to
slow and even stop the warming of our planet.

CORE RESPONSIBILITY: CONSERVING NATURE
“It is important to bring more awareness to environmental problems, we
need to spread more word on how we can work on reducing pollution
and conserving nature.” - Raeesa, Manitoba
We as Canadian youth demand

•
•
•

Government prioritizes the protection of ecosystems through the
restoration, re-establishment, and promotion of protected
environmental spaces
Government works with environmental stakeholders to develop
and integrate greener education in our curriculum, as well as
educational skill-development and internship programs for
people of all ages and backgrounds
Government invest in greener infrastructure to promote
sustainability in our communities

F

ederal and provincial governments need to make “CONSERVING
NATURE” a top priority because protecting wild spaces is crucial to
the survival of Canada's diverse ecosystems. Our governments need to
ful il their promises to protect Canada’s unique biomes by funding and
enabling restoration initiatives into natural spaces. To do this, they must
surpass the current promise to increase the number of protected areas
by over 25%.
In hand with this is mandating extensive environmental education in all
of K-12 curriculums. It is crucial to prepare young people for the world in
which we will inherit. This will not only educate us - Canadian citizens on these important issues, but help create more interest in jobs in
sustainable industries for the future. Environmental education will
increase awareness in our communities and will allow for open
dialogues on how we experience environmental impacts and solutions.
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Finally, governments must make solar panel installation mandatory on
all new public and commercial buildings and provide credits to install in
our homes. By providing incentives, green infrastructure will become
a ordable and sustainable homes more widespread. Solar panels are an
excellent step into sustainable living, and it is easy to implement.

CORE RESPONSIBILITY: PREDICTING WEATHER AND
ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
“There needs to be more availability to average Canadians in order to
access weather warnings and weather information that could possibly
a ect the less fortunate.” Ema, 17, Alberta
We as Canadian youth demand

•
•

An increase in government investment in new technologies in
order to monitor our weather changes and patterns more closely
and accurately.
A concrete plan is implemented to protect vulnerable populations
experiencing extreme weather events

G

reater investment in meteorological technologies such as the development of new
satellites will not only create more accurate data, but will also ensure that when
extreme weather occurs, data will be assessed more quickly. This will promote the
security of Canadians and will provide a better way to monitor weather and climate
change.
Governments have put e ort into alerting Canadian citizens of inclement weather events,
but have failed to warn those who do not have access to technology. Access to the
internet and these technologies is not only necessary, it is a basic human right. Canadians
need to have access to information on rapidly changing environmental conditions to keep
themselves safe and informed.
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WAVES OF CHANGE
“Waves of Change has taught me that there are others that care about the climate. We are
not alone in this ight and there are others that are willing to work together to ight climate
change. One small action we make can create change as a big group. It has opened to the
idea that we do have a chance. Students across the world feel the same way, it has been
inspiring.” - Oliver, Nova Scotia
“Waves of Change has given me a global community full of other like-minded and
ambitious youth, who, like me, want to ight for climate change. The program has given me
a platform to express my opinions and achieve my goals and continue learning about
climate change. Due to #Decarbonize, I have had the chance to work with youth from all
over the world and live an amazing experience that is enriching my life.” - Oceanne, Alberta
“Waves of Change has allowed me to learn about climate change and how it a ects not
just my own province, but provinces across Canada and areas in other countries. It was
surprising to me that other countries experience the same issues as Nova Scotia. We tend
to focus on our own living areas and not other places around the world when it comes to
huge issues.” - Bridgette, Nova Scotia
“Waves of Change has given me great insight on what climate change is doing to our
country and what our government is doing to ight it. It has motivated me to further my
research and look for more solutions that the government has not thought about. I feel that
#Decarbonize is a great platform to help youth learn about the world around them, and the
actions that they can take to help it.” - Bennett, New Brunswick
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